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LIFE IN THE TREES

Primates are well-adapted
to live in trees. They have

|| five-fingered hands for

grasping limbs, and tend to
use their sharp color vision
more than their sense of
smell. Many live in
complex social groups,

|| which may help explain

their tendency to be brainy
(Social intrigue requires
smarts). Lemurs,
galagos, and lorises are
distinguished by a “comb
tooth” and a specialized
rear claw for grooming.
Lemurs live almost
exclusively in Madagascar.
Tarsiers are nocturnal,
with enormous eyes. New
World monkeys have
more widely-spaced
nostrils than Old World
monkeys, apes, and
humans. All New World
monkeys live in trees,
while some Old World
monkeys spend a lot of
time on the ground. Apes
and humans are tail-less,
and have mobile arms
which allow them hang
vertically. Many apes
and other primates are
endangered.

Flying Lemurs

Tarsiers

Lemurs, Loris. and Galagos

Haplorrhini
“Dry noses”

Strepsirrhini
“Wet noses”

Primates

New World Monkeys
Old World Monkeys

Platarrhini
‘Flat noses’|

Gibbons
rangutans

("Apes’ Tailless primates,
whose mobile arms allow
them to swing under limbs)

Catarrhini
“Narrow noses”

Gorillas
Chimps

Hominids
Great apes, humans

Hominoids

Australopithicines (Extinct)

Humans
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